


Thank you for taking the time to read my letter,
Sybil

Sybil Cramer
291 Margarita Court
Los Altos, CA  94022



From: Bill Hough
To: City Council
Cc: Andrea Chelemengos
Subject: public comment on agenda Item 7 of the October 27 Council meeting agenda
Date: Monday, October 26, 2020 4:26:56 PM

I strongly object to the proposed Reach Code/Natural Gas Ban. By definition, a "Reach Code"
is called that because they reach beyond what the state requires. In this case, such a "reach"
beyond state requirements is unnecessary and counterproductive. Council should vote NO.

The electric grid is in no shape to handle additional demand. Power lines are in bad condition
and require repairs and upgrades before we increase demand for electricity. Natural gas is
cheaper than electricity and the proposed codes will needlessly increase the cost of
construction.

The COVID-19 pandemic is the wrong time to push this. People have lots to deal with right
now. This process has been needlessly rushed and the City needs to do a better job in
explaining the need for this policy. Because this is a major issue, it should go to the voters to
decide.

There is concern that we must "do something" to stop global warming. Most of people saying
this are not leading by example and acting like this is a real problem. For example, every
January, hundreds of private jets spew carbon on their way to Davos. Lack of forest
management has led to wildfires that are responsible for more carbon emissions than reach
codes would save. Fear of global warming will not justify "reach codes" until rich people
telling us it is a problem begin to act is if it were a problem.

This council should at least defer a vote until after the election. Mayor Pepper, who is term-
limited, has a conflict of interest because she is CEO of Peninsula Clean Energy. Even if this
conflict is within the letter of the law, it doesn't pass the "smell test" and taints the process. It
would not be a significant inconvenience to defer this matter for a few months until the new
council is seated. Doing so would eliminate Pepper's conflict of interest and allow the
candidates to make the "reach codes" a campaign issue in the upcoming council election.




