
 
 

AGENDA REPORT SUMMARY 
 

DISCUSSION CALENDAR 
 

Agenda Item # 8 

Meeting Date: September 11, 2018 
 
Subject: Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) Subregion 
 
Prepared by:  Jon Biggs, Community Development Director 
 
Approved by:  Chris Jordan, City Manager 
 
Attachments:   
1. Cities Association of Santa Clara County Board of Director’s Meeting Agenda Report, Date June 

14, 2018, with Attachments 
2. June 14, 2018 Cities Association Meeting Summary 
 
Initiated by: 
Request for Consideration by Cities Association of Santa Clara County 
 
Previous Council Consideration: 
None 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
None anticipated 
 
Environmental Review: 
None required for consideration of the subject. 
 
Policy Question(s) for Council Consideration: 

• Does the City Council wish to participate in the formation of a Regional Housing Needs 
Allocation (RHNA) Subregion with Santa Clara County and other Cities in the County? 

 
Summary: 

• The Cities Association of Santa Clara County (Cities Association) is seeking input from the 
City Council on the formation of a RHNA Subregion in Santa Clara County  

 
Staff Recommendation: 
Move to participate and support efforts to form a RHNA Subregion in Santa Clara County 
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Purpose 
Provide the City Council with an opportunity to discuss and provide input to the Cities Association 
on the formation of a RHNA Subregion.  
 
Background 
A section of the City’s General Plan Housing Element identifies current and future housing needs. In 
consideration of future housing needs, State law provides for the Council of Governments (ABAG 
for Los Altos) to assign a share of the region’s housing construction needs to each city and county. 
For Los Altos, the housing needs assignment was 477 housing units for the current planning cycle, 
which runs from January 2015 to January 2023. This is the Los Altos RHNA.  
 
As can be expected, many Cities in the State of California find it difficult to meet these housing need 
allocations for various reasons. One effort by counties and cities to address these shortfalls is to 
develop a RHNA Subregion. A RHNA Subregion, if formed, provides its participants with flexibility 
in meeting its State mandated RHNA assignment, in that housing for its RHNA can be developed 
outside of its boundaries. 
 
Discussion/Analysis 
In 2015 the Cities Association formed a Regional Housing Task Force Subcommittee to develop a 
framework and process to implement a RHNA Subregion in Santa Clara County. The Subcommittee 
has developed a RHNA Subregion Overview, a Pros/Cons Information Sheet, Guiding Principles, 
Resolution of Support and By-laws for such a program. The June 14, 2018 Cities Association meeting 
covered this topic and the accompanying report and attachments are included as Attachment 1. The 
June 14, 2018 Cities Association Meeting Summary is also included as Attachment 2.  
 
The full Cities Association is now considering the formation of a RHNA Subregion for the next 
housing cycle (2023-2031) and is seeking input from the City Council on the topic. The Cities 
Association has asked that a discussion on this be agendized and the input of the City Council be 
provided so that the Cities Association Board can vote on this at its meeting in October of this year. 
 
Staff is recommending that the City Council discuss and provide input that will be forwarded to the 
Cities Association on this program. 
 
Options 
 

1) Provide input that supports efforts to form a RHNA Subregion 
 
Advantages:    City can participate in the development of this program 
 
Disadvantages:  None identified  
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2) Provide input that does not support efforts to form a RHNA Subregion 
 
Advantages:  None identified  
 
Disadvantages:  City would not have a say in the development of this program   

 
Recommendation 
The staff recommends Option 1. 
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