
 
 

AGENDA REPORT SUMMARY 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

Agenda Item # 6 

Meeting Date: August 22, 2017 
 
Subject: Resolution No. 2017-35: Vacation of right-of-way at 587 Van Buren Avenue 
 
Prepared by:  Victor Chen, Senior Civil Engineer 
Reviewed by:  Susanna Chan, Public Works Director 
Approved by:  Chris Jordan, City Manager 
 
Attachments:   
1. Resolution No: 2017-35 
2. Plat map and legal description 
 
Initiated by: 
Property owner of 587 Van Buren Avenue 
 
Previous Council Consideration: 
None 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
None  
 
Environmental Review: 
Not applicable  
 
Policy Question(s) for Council Consideration: 
None 
 
Summary: 

 Property owner of 587 Van Buren Avenue has requested the City vacate a portion of public 
right-of- way 

 The property owner will be able to proceed with future remodel based on the new property 
line and setback compliance  

 
Staff Recommendation: 
Move to adopt Resolutions No. 2017-35 summary vacating a portion of right-of-way at 587 Van Buren 
Avenue 
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Purpose 
Summary vacation of portion of right-of-way at 587 Van Buren Avenue 
 
Background 
Property owner of 587 Van Buren Avenue has requested that City vacate a portion of public right-of 
-way in front of 587 Van Buren Avenue. This portion of the right-of-way is located at the shoulder 
area and is not part of the vehicle travel lane. Based on the parcel map, the property line at the south-
east corner angles and makes it non-compliant with setback requirements prohibiting future remodel 
efforts.  
 
Per Section 8334 of the Streets and Highways Code, the legislative body of a local agency may 
summarily vacate “an excess right-of-way of a street or highway not required for street or highway 
purposes.”  
 
Discussion/Analysis 
Staff has reviewed the site and researched the history of the right-of-way. The area of Van Buren 
Avenue to be vacated is at the end of the street shoulder. The end of Van Buren Avenue only serves 
587 and 586 Van Buren Avenue. The remaining right-of-way width (24 feet) is sufficient to 
accommodate the utilities and roadway access to both properties. Currently, there is a water meter at 
the shoulder area which will be inside the private property once this portion of right-of-way is vacated. 
California Water Service Company and the property owner have agreed to relocate the water meter to 
the public right-of-way right after the vacation. Staff recommends this summary vacation. A resolution 
ordering the vacation is attached.  
 
Options 
 

1) Adopt Resolution No. 2017-35 
 
Advantages: The property owner will be able to proceed with remodel efforts based on the 

new property line and setback compliance. 
 
Disadvantages: None, the area being vacated serves no benefit other than to the property 

owner of 587 Van Buren Avenue.  
 
2) Not adopt Resolution No. 2017-35 
 
Advantages: None 
 
Disadvantages: The property owner will not be able to perform a remodel.  

 
Recommendation 
The staff recommends Option 1.  
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Resolution No. 2017-35       ATTACHMENT 1 

 

When recorded return to: 

City Engineer 
City of Los Altos 
One North San Antonio Road 
Los Altos, California 94022 
 
Record without fee under section 
6103 Government Code 

 

SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE FOR RECORDERS USE ONLY 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-35 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LOS ALTOS ORDERING THE VACATION OF A CERTAIN 
STRIP OF LAND DESIGNATED AS A PUBLIC RIGHT OF 
WAY BY THE “TRACT NO. 24 WASSON SUBDIVISION” 
FILED JUNE 27, 1932, IN BOOK 1 PAGE 4&5, RECORDS OF 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY CALIFORNIA.  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 4 of the California Streets and Highway 

Code, Section 8334 et seq., the City Council may summarily vacate “an excess right-of-way of a street 

or highway not required for street or highway purposes”; and  

WHEREAS, the public right-of-way by Tract No. 24 Wasson Subdivision filed June 27, 

1932, in Book 1 Page 4&5, Records of Santa Clara County California (said Tract No 24 is attached 

hereto as Exhibit “A”); and 

WHEREAS, the City Council having duly considered all evidence, and followed the 

procedure prescribed by law, hereby finds and determines from all evidence submitted that the 

proposed order of vacation of the public service easement conforms with the provisions of 

Section 8334 of the California Streets and Highway Code. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF LOS ALTOS AS FOLLOWS:  

1. That the portion of public right-of-way by the Tract No. 24 filed June 27, 1932, in 



 

-2- 
Resolution No. 2017-35       ATTACHMENT 1 

 

Book 1 Page 4&5, Records of Santa Clara County California, is now no longer necessary because it 

has not been used for the purpose for which it was dedicated for five (5) consecutive years 

immediately preceding the proposed vacation, and there are no other public facilities located within 

the easement. 

2. That the City Council, pursuant to Streets and Highway Code, Chapter 4, Section 

8334 et seq., hereby orders the vacation of the public right-of-way described in Exhibit “A” attached 

hereto; and  

3. This Resolution shall become effective on the 22nd day of August, 2017, and shall be 

recorded by the City Clerk in the Santa Clara County Recorder’s Office shortly thereafter; and  

4. From and after the date this Resolution is recorded in the Santa Clara County 

Recorder’s Office, the portion of public right-of-way shall no longer constitute a public service 

right-of-way and the land subject to the public right-of-way shall revert to the property located at 

587 Van Buren Avenue, Los Altos, California, APNs 167-20-056, pursuant to Streets and Highway 

Code Section 8351. 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the forgoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution passed 

and adopted by the City Council of the City of Los Altos at a regular meeting thereof held on the 

22nd day of August, 2017, by the following role call vote: 

 
AYES:    

NOES:    

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 
 

_______________________________________ 

Mary Prochnow, MAYOR 

ATTEST:  ___________________________ 

Jon Maginot, CMC, CITY CLERK 
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